
ST. PETERSBURG CITY COUNCIL 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL 

RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

September 16, 2021 @ 9:25 a.m. 
 

AGENDA 
 
Members & Alternate: Chair Brandi Gabbard, Vice Chair Robert Blackmon, Ed 

Montanari, Amy Foster; Alternate – Gina Driscoll 
Support Staff:   Kimberly Amos, Legislative Aide 
 
 

A. Call to order 
 

B. Approval of agenda 
 

C. Approval of minutes – August 19, 2021 
 

D. New Business 
 
1. Current Status in Tallahassee - Dr. Jeff Sharkey & John Rodriquez 

 
2. St. Petersburg Delegation legislative priorities 

a. Senator Jeff Brandes 
b. Representative Linda Chaney 

 
3. Continued committee discussion of 2022 State legislative priorities 

 
 
 
 
Next Scheduled Meeting:  October 28, 2021 @ 2:00 p.m. 
 
 

Attachments: 
Support Material for New Business Items 
2022 State Priorities List Draft 

 



 

City of St. Petersburg 
Legislative Affairs and Intergovernmental Relations Committee 

August 19, 2021 Meeting Minutes 
City Council Chambers 

 
Present: Committee Chair Brandi Gabbard, Committee Vice-Chair Robert Blackmon, Council Chair Ed 

Montanari, Council Member Amy Foster, and Council Vice-Chair Gina Driscoll (Alternate) 
 
Absent: None 

Also Present: Council Member Deborah Figgs-Sanders, Assistant City Administrator Tom Greene, Chief of 
Policy and Public Engagement Kevin King, Government Affairs Director John Rodriguez, Assistant City 
Attorney Jane Wallace, Assistant City Attorney Sharon Michnowicz, Planning & Development Director Elizabeth 
Abernethy, St. Petersburg Chamber Advocacy Manager Matt Lettelleir, and Capitol Alliance Group Managing 
Partner Dr. Jeffrey Sharkey 

Support Staff: Legislative Aide, Kimberly Amos 

A. Call to Order – 9:30 AM  
 

B. Approval of Agenda 
Council Chair Ed Montanari moved approval; all members voted in favor.  
 

C. Approval of May 20, 2021 Minutes 
Council Chair Ed Montanari moved approval; all members voted in favor. 
 

D. New Business – August 19, 2021  
1. Current Status in Tallahassee - Dr. Jeff Sharkey & John Rodriquez 

Committee Chair Gabbard referenced the 2022 session dates and committee schedule in the agenda packet with 
plans to invite the St. Petersburg Legislative Delegation to the upcoming September 9th LAIR Committee 
Meeting. Dr. Sharkey shared an update on the current events in the capitol: covid-19 policies for mask 
mandates, vaccinations, and public-school procedures have held a prominent position. The Governor and the 
Commissioner of Education have moved aggressively to prohibit mandates of masks in school resulting in 
much conversation and legal action. $10.6 billion dollars flowed from the Federal Government to the State, 
allocation and distribution of those funds is still in process. There were concerns that tax income would be 
down due to covid, however revenue estimators now anticipate it will exceed original projections by $2.6 
billion dollars. Sales tax from online sales and the gambling compact are factors in the trend upwards. A 
positive outlook is anticipated for appropriations going forward due to this surplus and the remaining $6 billion 
from the Federal Government’s covid response funds. Redistricting has begun and will continue through the fall 
with much interest. Forty bills have been filed so far, most of which (approximately 85%) are relief bills for 
punitive damage, bills can continue to be filed until January. Ballot initiatives are being moved, most notably 
related to sports betting to alter the gaming compact that was recently approved. Partisanship and issues 
surrounding election reform are escalating as well as the Anti-Riot Public Safety bill being challenged in court. 
Dr. Sharkey also alerted the Committee that Representative Fine is likely to sponsor the Pedestrian Safety bill 
again during this session. Committee Chair Gabbard asked Mr. Rodriguez and Mr. King if they had additional 
items to discuss, both stated Dr. Sharkey had covered the priorities. Dr. Sharkey expressed that the delegation 
has strong focus on water quality issues and resiliency grants due to recent crisis of red tide bloom.  

Council Chair Montanari asked for an update on the 2nd District Court of Appeals (DCA) RFP, Dr. Sharkey has 
not received an update but is in contact and will send information when available. Chair Montanari raised 



 

questions regarding seeking funding for red tide research for the College of Marine Science (USFSP) and/or the 
Tampa Bay Estuary program. Dr. Sharkey agreed and informed the Committee that funding availability is there, 
and a strong case could be made for the Tampa Bay area. Chair Montanari informed the committee an update on 
seagrass and the work Tampa Bay Watch is doing to enhance water quality will be presented at the September 
16th Council Meeting.  

Council Vice Chair Driscoll requested that Dr. Sharkey bring updates as available about a filing in progress by 
Senator Pizzo regarding inspections for older structures in light of the Surfside tragedy. She shared information 
from a conversation with Phil Horning from the Florida Wildlife Commission (FWC) regarding the derelict 
vessel removal program, it is having success and there is plenty of funding available to apply for assistance. 
Referenced an anchor and mooring pilot program St. Pete participated in years ago, an anticipated ask is 
funding for a study to create permanent solutions to prevent illegal liveaboards and improper anchoring and 
mooring. Dr. Sharkey asked for clarification on the type of study needed: the study would track mooring, where 
you can anchor, and for what time period. The study would also include determining capacity in existing 
mooring fields to take in vessels that are determined to be liveaboards, it cannot be required if it cannot be 
accommodated. FWC is also willing to provide virtual training opportunities for local marine police department 
units on effective propulsion for safe navigation. Vice Chair Driscoll asked Dr. Sharkey for updates on any 
legislation resulting from the findings and research of the Red Tide Task Force. He responded that Senator 
Pizzo is working on developing legislation within the resiliency framework in hopes there will be funding to 
expand focus on inspections. Representative Sirois and the FWC are understanding of the work needed to be 
done on the mooring issue.   

Council Member Figgs-Sanders referenced Chair Montanari’s discussion on red tide research with the USFSP 
College of Marine Science and asked that Eckerd College be considered as well.  

2. Discussion on Lobbying Consultant Services 
On the Consent Agenda (August 19th) there is a six-month extension to the agreement with Capitol Alliance 
Group for $75,000 bringing the contract total to $325,000. Assistant City Administrator Tom Greene explained 
that under code there is the ability to have a short-term extension to a contract to establish business goals. It is 
imperative that St. Petersburg have representation during the upcoming legislative session and the request for 
proposal process is lengthy to engage a long-term provider. Extending the current contract also gives the next 
administration the ability to select who the next long-term provider of lobbying services will be. Regarding 
pricing, the going rates for services have increased and the proposed investment accomplishes city goals. Dr. 
Sharkey expressed how much he enjoys working with the City of St. Petersburg and offered additional 
assistance at the Federal level when applicable. Chair Montanari expressed support for the continuity of service 
until a new administration is on board and was grateful for the explanation of the financial increase. Committee 
Chair Gabbard also expressed support for the services and thanked Dr. Sharkey for his work on various St. 
Petersburg priority items. Mr. Greene and legal clarified that the provision in code requires the extension to 
occur at the same terms and conditions, since the pricing is changed, the resolution within the consent agenda 
will ask that council will waive that requirement to accommodate the new terms.    
 

3. Review of Forward Pinellas “Finding Common Ground” Legislative Workshop - Committee Chair 
Brandi Gabbard 

On Wednesday August 11th, Forward Pinellas held the first “Finding Common Ground” Legislative Workshop. 
Committee Chair Gabbard worked with Whit Blanton, Executive Director of Forward Pinellas and staff to bring 
together local legislators and key stakeholders to work on issues of common interest. Senator Brandes and 
Representatives Diamond, Rayner, Latvala, DiCeglie, Koster, and Chaney all attended. The conversation 
brought cohesiveness across Pinellas County to avoid conflict with split sides of issues, working together to find 
common ground. Four handouts were distributed to everyone who RSVP’d with moderated questions to the 
delegation to keep the conversation on track with area priorities. First, Safe Streets Pinellas with emphasis on 



 

the importance flashing beacons to help the delegation understand why they are vital to safety. Second, flexible 
funding for transportation with great input from Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Secretary David 
Gwynn on its relevance, Senator Brandes showed interest in investigating what legislation could be passed to 
help, specifically with safety initiatives. Next came a broad discussion about land use regarding housing, jobs, 
and transportation. This discussion brought to light the limited availability our workforce has to live within 
close proximity to their jobs, Representative Chaney is interested in working on this in partnership with beach 
hoteliers. Lastly, resiliency was covered, Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council Executive Director Sean 
Sullivan discussed their resiliency plan in progress for our region and ways to access funding for initiatives.  
 
Council Member Blackmon expressed thanks to Committee Chair Gabbard for her hard work. Vice Chair 
Driscoll shared that the transportation piece was discussed at the recent PSTA meeting and was grateful to see 
everyone on the same page to accomplish goals countywide. This work helps highlight to legislators the 
necessity to spread funds to multimodal alternatives and not just roadwork improvements. Dr. Sharkey asked 
for clarification on the Forward Pinellas Legislative Committee’s role and Committee Chair Gabbard explained 
that the primary focus was to work together to be proactive and design good legislation working with the 
delegation rather than resorting to defense when a bill comes up that could negatively impact the area.  
 

4. Discussion of 2022 State Legislative Priorities 
Items previously discussed as priorities for 2022: 
- Red tide funding initiatives coming from the task force and working with our partners in education to support 
their goals for funding and research studies.  
- Building codes for older structures    
- Funding for anchor & mooring study  
- Opposition of flashing beacons bill anticipated to return 
 
Committee Chair Gabbard asked Council Member Blackmon if conversations had occurred with Representative 
Rayner about re-filing legislation for building codes pertaining to affordable housing. He responded that there 
was discussion with both Representative Rayner and Representative Chaney, who is also interested in the issue. 
He would like to have discussions with both parties to potentially co-sponsor a bill in hope of having better 
success getting it heard this session. Dr. Sharkey added that affordable housing is an issue that continues to 
grow, and this is an innovative way of self-funding development locally. Council Member Blackmon stated 
there was a disconnect in understanding where the funding would pull from and by the time it was resolved 
session was closing. Committee Chair Gabbard asked if there was consideration to ask a Senator to sponsor to 
which he responded there were several in mind. 
 

A) FDEP Resilient Florida Program Grant 
Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council has led the way to distribute information about the Resilient Florida 
Grants. $500 million dollars of funding was provided by the Federal Government and an additional $140 
million was added by the legislature in support of resiliency efforts. A grant portal is open until September 1st 
that requests submissions of concepts and allows municipalities to place as many projects as they have interest 
in pursuing as long as there is a dollar amount requested for funding consideration. Assistant City Administrator 
Tom Greene discussed the working groups and strategy sessions the budget department is having with 
consultants and various departments to determine which grants to pursue. In the Budget, Finance, & Taxation 
(BFT) Committee a report will be given on the third quarter grant activity and we will be able to identify what 
we plan to apply for. Committee Chair Gabbard emphasized placing as many projects as we can logistically 
complete within the portal to enhance chances of receiving funding for St. Petersburg. The list from this portal 
will be what the legislature works off of to appropriate funds and should be a major priority for this committee. 
Council Member Figgs-Sanders asked for clarification on items marked in the 2021 priorities list provided in 
backup. Committee Chair Gabbard explained that some items did not have an indication because they had not 
returned to session but were being monitored due to relevance in St. Petersburg. The list intends to give 



 

legislators notice that these items are important to our city if they should arise during session and input is 
appreciated. Council Member Figgs-Sanders also asked if priorities funded in 2021 can also be requested for 
2022. Committee Chair Gabbard expressed it could and asked that the committee be notified of anything 
Council Members are aware of so the committee can prioritize and track it.  
 
Council Chair Montanari shared a list for funding he’s been working on, a private company Brightline is 
working to develop a high-speed rail connection between Orlando and Tampa and he believes a connection 
from Tampa to St. Petersburg/Pinellas County should be a priority to draw tourism. He presented a question to 
Council Member Blackmon about previous Science Center funding and what should come next. $500,000 was 
acquired for renovations and Congressman Crist also secured an additional $3 million dollars. There are 
renovations that are needed immediately that will quickly spend the allotted amount. The Challenger Learning 
Center would like to partner but funding is needed, their hard cost is approximately $1 million dollars. The 
program operates similar to Enterprise Village with learning opportunities regionally but related to space 
exploration with the next closest location in Tallahassee. Chair Montanari requested the direct amount of 
funding needed be provided to him. An additional ask for funding is for a building to be constructed to the west 
of the SRI (Stanford Research Institute) building to attract NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration) in partnership with the Innovation District’s work with the Maritime Defense & Technology 
Hub. Would like to request funding for the St. Petersburg Collegiate High School program, the Carter G. 
Woodson Museum, and infrastructure initiatives including seawalls, bridges, and private laterals. In considering 
the future redevelopment of the Tropicana Field area, an ask would be for funding to create a park in the Booker 
Creek area. Committee Chair Gabbard clarified with Chair Montanari that the park item was on a future request 
wish list and not intended for the 2022 session and he agreed.  
 
Vice Chair Driscoll asked Council Member Blackmon for clarification on when the $500,000 received for the 
Science Center would need to be spent, is it this year? He responded that he was working with legal to create a 
lease in which the money could be transferred to the general fund. Once the procedures are approved and occur, 
they could immediately begin on renovations, mostly likely late in this year. Dr. Sharkey clarified the funds are 
for the fiscal year and will need to be used prior to June 30, 2022. Committee Chair Gabbard asked for 
clarification in regard to the 2022 ask for funding for the Science Center. Council Member Blackmon responded 
that the Challenger Learning Center would be a separate request but reside within the Science Center. He shared 
that Senator Rouson has interest in an appropriation request for transportation for children in various areas to 
the facility. Committee Chair Gabbard asked if this would be in conjunction with PSTA programming, Vice 
Chair Driscoll added that she has been in discussion with PSTA to create a shuttle service and an appropriations 
request could be part of the plan, she hopes to have additional details by the September Committee of the Whole 
(COW) discussion. Dr. Sharkey informed Council Member Blackmon that he has contacts within the 
Tallahassee division of the Challenger Program and would be happy to assist him as needed. 
 
Committee Chair Gabbard asked about items on the 2021 priority list that did not come to session, it was 
determined private laterals, home rule, education initiatives that were unfunded, vessel safety adds, and  
affordable housing adds would remain on the list for 2022 in addition to items discussed at today’s meeting.        

Adjourn: 10:48 AM. The next LAIR meeting will be held on September 16, 2021 at 9:25 a.m.  
 



Name District Party District Office Capital Office Email Legislative Aide

Speaker Chris Sprowls District: 65 Republican

Suite 100
2364 Boy Scout Road 

Clearwater, FL 33763-0901
(727) 793-2810

420 The Capitol
402 South Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300
(850) 717-5065

Chris.Sprowls@myfloridahouse.gov Kayla Wade                                                                                                                                    
Kayla.Wade@myfloridahouse.gov  

Senator Jeff Brandes District: 24 Republican

9800 4th Street North
Suite 200

St. Petersburg, FL 33702
(727) 563-2100

414 Senate Building
404 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100
(850) 487-5024

brandes.jeff@flsenate.gov

Lauren Wilson                                                                           
Wilson.Lauren@flsenate.gov                                                 

Vanessa Thompson 
Thompson.Vanessa@flsenate.gov  

Senator Ed Hooper District: 16 Republican

Suite 305
3450 East Lake Road

Palm Harbor, FL   34685
(727) 771-2102

404 South Monroe Street
302 Senate Office Building

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100
(850) 487-5016

Hooper.Ed@flsenate.gov

Brian Flaherty                                                                       
Flaherty.Brian@flsenate.gov

Mari Riba                                                                     
Riba.Mari@flsenate.gov

Charles Smith                                              
Smith.Charles@flsenate.gov

Senator Darryl Rouson District: 19 Democrat

Suite 302
535 Central Avenue

St. Petersburg, FL   33701
(727) 822-6828

404 South Monroe Street
3022 Senate Office Building
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100

(850) 487-5019

rouson.darryl@flsenate.gov

Ella Coffee                   
Coffee.Ella@flsenate.gov

Robert Heere    
Heere.Robert@flsenate.gov

Representative Linda Chaney District: 69 Republican

Suite C-105
6798 Crosswinds Drive

St. Petersburg, FL 33710-5477
(727) 341-7385

402 South Monroe Street
1102 The Capitol

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300
(850) 717-5069

Linda.Chaney@myfloridahouse.gov

Tara Armetta 
Tara.Armetta@myfloridahouse.gov                                                                                   

Aubrey Fey 
Aubrey.Fey@myfloridahouse.gov

Representative Ben Diamond District: 68 Democrat

Suite C
425 North 22nd Avenue

St. Petersburg, FL 33701-4322
(727) 552-2747

402 South Monroe Street
405 House Office Building

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300
(850) 717-5068

Ben.Diamond@myfloridahouse.gov

Matthew Herndon 
Matthew.Herndon@myfloridahouse.gov

Julia Saunders 
Julia.Saunders@myfloridahouse.gov

Representative Nick DiCeglie District: 66 Republican

Suite 4
1940 West Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3024

(727) 588-7090

402 South Monroe Street
303 House Office Building

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300
(850) 717-5066

Nick.DiCeglie@myfloridahouse.gov

Brendan Burke 
Brendan.Burke@myfloridahouse.gov

Stephanie Kreps 
Stephanie.Kreps@myfloridahouse.gov

mailto:Chris.Sprowls@myfloridahouse.gov
mailto:brandes.jeff@flsenate.gov
mailto:Hooper.Ed@flsenate.gov
mailto:rouson.darryl@flsenate.gov
mailto:Linda.Chaney@myfloridahouse.gov
mailto:Ben.Diamond@myfloridahouse.gov
mailto:Nick.DiCeglie@myfloridahouse.gov


 RepresentativeTraci Koster District: 64 Republican

Suite 3
3135 State Road 580

Safety Harbor, FL 34695
(727) 669-9040

402 South Monroe Street
1101 The Capitol

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300
(850) 717-5064

Traci.Koster@myfloridahouse.gov

Derick Tabertshofer 
Derek.Tabertshofer@myfloridahouse.gov

Rachel Frampton 
Rachel.Frampton@myfloridahouse.gov

Representative Chris Latvala District: 67 Republican

Suite 207
4625 East Bay Drive

Clearwater, FL 33764
(727) 724-3000

402 South Monroe Street
222 The Capitol

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300
(850) 717-5067

Chris.Latvala@myfloridahouse.gov

Amy Gregory 
Amy.Gregory@myfloridahouse.gov

Katie Blaxberg 
Katie.Blaxberg@myfloridahouse.gov

Representative Michele Rayner District: 70 Democrat

Room 109
3200 34th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711

(727) 892-2468

402 South Monroe Street
1201 The Capitol

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300
(850) 717-5070

Michele.Rayner@myfloridahouse.gov

Alia Leroy    
Alia.Leroy@myfloridahouse.gov

Tiffany Pervis 
Tiffany.Pervis@myfloridahouse.gov

mailto:Traci.Koster@myfloridahouse.gov
mailto:Chris.Latvala@myfloridahouse.gov
mailto:Michele.Rayner@myfloridahouse.gov


 

St Petersburg City Council  
2022 State Legislative Priorities 

 
 
Home Rule: 

“The most precious powers a city in Florida has are its Home Rule powers which were established 
when the Legislature adopted the Home Rule Powers Act in 1973. The ability to establish its form of 
government through its charter, and to then enact ordinances, codes, plans and resolutions without 
prior state approval is a tremendous authority. To further be able to enforce them “at home” and to 
make necessary changes as a city grows is a great reflection of the trust that citizens have in their 
respective city leaders.” - Florida League of Cities  

• Oppose any legislation that would remove a local governments ability to install pedestrian and 
bicycle safety warning devices proven to reduce fatalities and serious injuries for our most 
vulnerable road users 

Red Tide: 
• Support funding for initiatives coming from the Red Tide Task Force 
• Support funding and research study opportunities for the USFSP College of Marine Science and 

Eckerd College 
 

Affordable Housing: 
• Support an amendment to Florida Statute 553.80 that creates an allowance for the use of 

excess building permit funds to be used for the cost of permitting for affordable housing  

Education: 
• Request that the legislature follow through on their promise to support USFSP and follow the 

law of consolidation, provide adequate funding, revisit enrollment requirements that 
disproportionately affect minority communities, and support autonomy.  

• Support our Collegiate and University partners in their quest of funding for new programs and 
increased enrollment.  
 

 
Resiliency Funding: 



• Advocate for submitted city projects into the Resilient Florida Grant portal to be funded. 
 
 

Innovation District: 
• Request funding for a building to be constructed near the Maritime Defense & Technology Hub 

to attract a partnership with NOAA and create specialized jobs. 

Building Code: 
• Monitor legislation regarding inspections for older structures in light of the Surfside tragedy. 

Transportation Funding: 
• During the 2021 session the Florida Department of Transportation cut $782M in Strategic 

Intermodal Systems Funding for its work program to balance the budget due to COVID-19 
revenue impacts. We request funding for these projects in Pinellas County affecting the City of 
St. Petersburg to be restored: 

• Westshore Interchange 
• I-275 in Pinellas 
• US 19 North 

• Find transportation funding solutions that alleviate the restrictions on widening roadways in 
our highly developed urban areas. Flexibility is crucial to allow for development and 
improvements to multiuse trails, pedestrian & bicycle facilities, and public transit services. 
Investments in technological solutions that improve the flow of traffic would provide 
instrumental positive impacts to our city. 

Private Laterals: 
• Monitor legislation that would require counties and municipalities to establish a sanitary sewer 

lateral inspection program; and provide parameters for such a program including potential 
funding to assist residents with requirements.  

 

Funding Priorities: 
• Carter G. Woodson Museum 
• St Petersburg Collegiate High School  
• St. Petersburg Science Center – Challenger Learning Center Program 
• PSTA initiatives for shuttle service to St. Petersburg Science Center   
• Study to develop permanent solutions to prevent improper anchoring & mooring  
• Infrastructure Initiatives: seawalls, bridges, private laterals 
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